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Peruvian Treasure Makes its Ohio Debut at the Cleveland 
Museum of Art on Oct. 27 


“An incredible spectacle of beauty and technical prowess.” — La Opinion, LA 


CLEVELAND (Oct. 19, 2004) — The 22-member Peruvian ensemble, Pert Negro will make its Ohio debut at the 
Cleveland Museum of Art’s (CMA) Gartner Auditorium on Wednesday, Oct. 27, 2004 at 7:30 p.m. This 
performance is part of the museum’s popular VIVA! Festival of Performing Arts series. Peri Negro has performed 
throughout the United States to rave reviews and sold-out houses. This concert is part of a 20 city, United States tour 
and offers dances with Afro-Peruvian roots, Spanish guitar and passionate singing with a percussive backbone. 

The concert will be preceded by a free gallery talk at 6:30 p.m. by Sue Bergh, the Museums curator of Art 
of the Ancient Americas. 

Admission for the performance is $31 and $28; $28 and $26 for CMA members. Tickets are available by 
calling 216-421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 or online at www.ClevelandArt.org. 

The sound of Pert Negro is structured around a variety of percussive instruments, combining components 
of Spanish music and West African percussion, accompanied by bracing vocals. 

Founded in 1969 by the late Ronald Campos de la Colina in El Carmen, Peru, the ensemble preserves and 
develops Afro-Peruvian music that began in colonial Peru when Spanish colonizers banned drums. Without drums, 
slaves improvised using tables, chairs and wooden crates as percussion instruments, creating a new genre of music 
that soon became one of the most vibrant styles in the hemisphere. 

A former bus driver, Colina helped spark a revival of the genre with Peru Negro’s colorful costumes, 
sensual dances and historic verses that were often preserved through oral tradition. In keeping with the tradition, 
the ensemble members perform with an array of authentic instruments including the guijada, a donkey jaw that is 
used as a shaker and scraper for its rattling teeth. In addition, traditional dance steps that utilize suggestive pelvic 
movements once condemned by the dominant white society as immoral are incorporated. 

Pert Negro found popularity in its first decade, which ended with the Maoist shakeup of 1980. Still, the 
ensemble continued playing in restaurants and nightspots. They released their first internationally available 
recording, “Sangre de un Don,” in 2001, which is recognized for using traditional acoustic arrangements. The 
group still performs with a variety of genuine instruments, including the caj6n, a formal Peruvian percussion 


instrument. 


(more) 
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The next performance in VIVA! Festival of Performing Arts will be Jane Birkin on Friday, Nov. 12, 
2004 at 7:30 p.m. in CMA’s Gartner Auditorium. The French film star and chanteuse makes her Ohio debut 
with sensuous renditions of renowned French songwriter Serge Gainsbourg’s world-weary lyrics. Tickets are 
available by calling 1-888-CMA-0033 or online at www.ClevelandArt.org. 

The Museum receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council and the Institute for Museum and 
Library Services. Promotional support for VIVA! is provided by Northern Ohio Live and WKSU 89.7 FM. 

VIVA! is supported in part by an award from the National Endowment for the Arts, which believes that a 
great nation deserves great art. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive Museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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